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Report Highlights: 
Taiwan awarded 8,000 metric tons of short grain brown rice tender to an Australian supplier at 
NT$19,134/mt or $562/mt.  The short grain specification resulted in the highest cost per ton of any tender 
in 2003.  Taiwan has scheduled its last public tender for 20,068 metric tons for October 22.   
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Result of Tender #GF4-920264-1  
 
Three importers, one representing Australian rice and the other two representing Egyptian suppliers, 
competed for the 8,000 metric ton short grain brown rice tender.  This was the second attempt to award 
this short-grain rice contract – the first attempt was cancelled in early October because the winning bid 
exceeded the price ceiling.   
 
In the latest tender, both Egyptian rice samples failed the technical bids. As a result, Taiwan awarded the 
tender to the Australian supplier at NT$19,134/mt or $562/mt (The current exchange rate is $1 = 
NT$34.05).  The short grain specification resulted in the highest cost per ton of any tender in 2003.  For 
example, short grain cost more than $70 per ton more than medium grain tenders and $83 per ton more 
than the long grain rice. 
 
To date, Taiwan has tendered and contracted for 74,000 metric tons of rice for public sector imports, on a 
brown basis.  This accounts for 79 percent of the total public sector rice imports.  In the first seven rice 
tenders the United States supplied 81 percent or 60,000 metric tons, followed by Australia with 11 percent 
or 8,000 metric tons, Thailand 5 percent or 4,000 metric tons, and Egypt 3 percent or 2,000 metric tons. 
 
Taiwan has scheduled its last public tender for 20,068 metric tons for October 22.   


